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Bpinoza.

“We are indebtad to Bir Faxprnicx PoLrock,
Professor of Jurlsprudence in Oxtord, for n
e of Epinoza (Macmilluos:, The purpose of
this book in to set before English readors not
only a blography but an account of Bplnoza's
whilosophy. It mlms at being understood by
thoss who have not mnade a speoinl study of
thd sulyest. Buch a book was nended boeause
there was no adoequate Euglish translation of
Bpinoza whon the fArst edition of this work
was publishad.  The chief authorlty upan
which the author has relivd for Bpinoza'a life
fan lttio narrative published at Amsterdam in
1705 by Johannes Coleras, s German minister
of the Lutheran congrogation at The Hogue.
What lendns trustworthiness to this work is (ts
fraodom from the suspicion of bolnga designed
panegyric.  Colorus detested Spinoza's phie
losophy, bhut ho was too honest to slander
tne  plhillosopher’'a  charncter a8 A man.
or evon to conceal his admiration for him,
Another contemporaty blography of Spinoza
I8 attributed in the preface to one Lucas, there
said to boaphyaleian at Tho Hague, but no-
body seema really to know anything about
"Lucas," or whuathar any such porson ever e -
Isted. Lucns writes like an ardent and rather
gonfursd sulogist, but there |a reason to ha-
lleve that he knew more about the earlior
period of Bpinora's life than Colerus, and
therefors must bo accepted ns n codrdinnte,
and somotimes superior, authorlty, for that
parfod, at any rivte, notwithstandivg his strong
anti-clerical biar and extravagant manner of
sperch,  An to the ancedotal reports about
Rplnoza preserved inthe letters and dinries of
varioua persone, 8ir Fredarick Pollhek has nsed
them with caution, but does not neglect them
altogether.

Baruch de Bpinoza wins barn at Amstardam
on Nov, 24, 1642, Hisparents weremembers of
the community of Jewish emigrants from Portu-
mal and Hpaln which then had been eatalilished
In the Nethorlands for something more than a
generation. Hnruvh'}l father wos nnmed Michuael,
and came from Figuern, noar Colmbra, In Pore
tugal, Hefors entaring on Spinoza's Hfe, the au-
thor directs attantion ta the lsolnted soviery in
which he wns brought up, the vicissitudes of jts
toundation and growth, and the tone of thought
and Instruotion which prevallod in it, The re-
aults of the persecutions, banishments and
foroible eonversions which had sarned for the
soverelgn of Hpain the title of Catholie had
been to laave in the Iherian Peaninsnla o lnrgo
olask of " new Christians" nominally sonverted
Jews, who, In many canes, however, keot
up In secrsi, from generation to generation,
rome remnant of Jewish usages, Thelr
tendencies 10 covert porsistence In  tha
faith and customa of thelr futhers wera
watched by the Inquisition with an avil and
nalecpless eya. Toward the close of the six-
teanth century It seemed aa if the preearious
state of the Maranos, as the unacknowledged
Jews ware eallod, was about to hecome hops-
lese, No mooner, howover, was the Independ.-
ence of the Netherlands practically secured
than the naw Christinns of Spaln and Portu-
gol begnn to look thither for a refuge, The
frst synagogue of Amsterdam was open in
IBU8, Ten yenra lnter the numberal the eol-
ony had so muchtinereasnd that a new syna-
gogus was neadoed. In 1075, when the Jewish
community of Amsterdam had reached the
helght of {ta prosperity, the present Portu-*
gusss synagogues wias completed, amid the
fellvitations not only of Jewish bur of Chris-
tian theologinna and poets. Meanwhile, how-
evar, pome years sesm 1o have passed belors
the Jews acquirad a distinet legal status,
Even in Amsterdam mixed marringes wers
forbidden, and the Jews waro ancee, if not often,
threatencd with theclosing of their synagogue ;
there is ground for thinking that, in other
parts of the Netherlands, they wers not always
MLre of ever their pereonal Hberty, 1t wns not
unttl 1610 that an ordinance wos made by the
Btates of Holland, wheraby provislon was mada
for the regular admission and government of
theJews. Thenceforward the Hebraw colony
waxed and throve apace: wa have sth] nliving
rocord of thelr prosperity in Rembrandt's
@rave and majestle portraita of Jewlah mer-
chanta and rabhis, As to the state of educa-
tlon among the Tewa of Amsterdam, [t is evl-
dent thnt thay wera waoll nrovided with the
appliances of litaraturs and learning then eur-
rent. The customury courae of instruetion,
however, wns almost, il not nltogether, con-
floed to the Hebrew lnnguuge and literaturs,
fmparted through the medium of Spanish, At
the age of 15 Hpinoza had gone s0 far n the
study of the Talmud as to be aceounted
one of his teacher's most promising pupils,
In the advauced clpsses of the Amster-
dam school he had the ‘opportunity of
mastering the writings of the golden aga of
modern Jowish learning, the commantaries of
Maimonides and Ibn Ezra. Seeular learning
and accomplishments had to be sought in other
quarters. The elements of Latin wers Im-
parted to Spinoea by n German master whoase
name s not known; he continued the wtudy
with Francis van den Ende, n physicinn as well
as man of letters, whose roputation us o tencher
was qualified by the susplelon that he taught
his puplls fres thinking. 1t Is eortain that Spi-
noza mastared Latin, considercd nsn medlum
of communieation nnd instrument of thought.
‘His quotations and allusious ulso demonstrata
that he was falrly wall at home in the Latin
elassics. His knowledge of Greek was more
limited. and, by his own necount, noteritical : of
modern languages he know Frenchand Italian,
besides Porfuguess and Spanish, and, perhaps,
German. It seems that he always regardeil
Duteh as a foreign tongue. and, although, of
course, ho spoke it fluently, he wrote it only
with diffleulty. The fact helps us to compre-
hend the isolation in which the Hebrew com-
sunity must have dwelt, even among well
wishers, It was possibly through his Intor-
course with Van den Ende that Spinoza be-
eame acauainted with the writingsof Giordano
Bruno and Descartes. As for Desonrtes, no
young man of that time with a philosophical
turn of mind could help roading him.
Our anthor deems It alao possible that at
some time, In the conrse of his early studies.
Bplpoza came hy more systematic knowledge
of the tarms and method of the schoolmen
than he has genoerally been eredited with: it is
cartaln, bowover, that he struck out his own
method from a Cartesinn and not acholastic
starting point, and converted the terms to his
OWN URES.

Bo much is known of Spinoza for the first
twenty-three yearsof hislife. Not long after
he had attained his majority the elders of his
people.who, It must be remembered, conntituted
akind of state within a state, began to remark
in him an unwonted freedom of discourse, and,
possibly, some laxity in coremonial obyery.
ances.  Weo have no trustworthy acceount of
the Incldants that led to Spinoza’s ruvture with
the synagogue, but it is afact that, In the enrly
part of 1854 it waus considerad by the Jowish
elders that action of a deeided Kind must e
taken against him. During the short period
whieh followed, Spinvea’s e was almed sl by
an unknown enemy, presumaldy some (anptic
outrunning the zeal of his masters. This man
st upon Spinoza with n dugger one evening as
he was leaving the Portuguese synagogue, (f,
according to another account, the theatre, The

blow only plerced lils coat, but, warned by

tho attack that Awisterdiam was po longoer
a safle place for him. hs betook him-
sell to the hospitality of n friend who

awelt & little way aut Of the eity,  Here, undor
the ruol of herstics, who weare themselves
anathomatized by the synod of Dort, he learnad
the flonl decision of the Jewish congregntion
on the chares of ey neninst himsalf. The
sontenos of axcommunication woas pronsuneed
on July 27, b lnoue Partuguess Innguage,
aod ladd upos s all the enrses wlileh are
writtan in e Lo sl bue he by daw, and
eursed bae hee o Fotrsend be him (0 sleoping
andd crirsed by owoe sl 1 gOLig out atd
eursad In eomnng i Vi bord shnll not pardon
him, the weath nnd fury of the Lord shall henog-
forth be singlod upon this man and there shall
fallupon him all thecurses which wee wreitten in
the law. The Lord shall destroy his name under
the sun and out him off for his undoing from
all the tribes of Lirael, with all the curses of the
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, answer for him,

firmament which are written in the book ol tha
Lord,” Thua was Baruch da Splnoza mude an
outeast from Israel and cut off from Wikown
poople and from his father's house, The ex-
cummunicated Jow bocame, as it were, a
masterless man; he hnd no title by which he
ecould enll upon any Joaw to stand Ly him or
I 0L In i good preparation for
philosophy ta be alone In the world,
needlul diseipline came upsn Splooea with
in hardly possis

either in Hpi-
to  realice

torrible  comploteness, It
ble for wen at this  time,
NOZEA'A  cOUNtry or olr 9w,
the full sffect of sueh n
howover, never faltorod  undei [t " Thia
compols me,' he sald, on recelvitge the news,
“to nothing which 1 should nototharwise have
done.” Tt wanld seam, therolore, thut he held
himenll to liave renonnesd the synagogis of
his owp motion rather than to have boen drlven
from it, From this tithe forth, in any sase,
wo  lhave to think of Bpinosa as driven
from Amsterdnm and from the pssocintions of
s youth, Hoe himself murked the reverance
by disusing his Hebrew name Baruch nnd sub-
utituting for it the Latin equivalent Benediot,
Only oneo more in his lifetime do we honr any-
thing of dealings with his family. Ho became
entitled upon the denth of his father to share
tha fuheritance with his two sisters. The sia-
tars disputed his title, presumably undar the
helisf that an excommunicated heretio conld
have no part in the estate of & faithiul Israelite,
Brinoza has left on reeord his oplnion that, in
n Btata where just laws sro enforeed. it is not
only the right of every citizen, but his duty to
the common wenl, to rosist injusties to himsalf,
leat, perndvonture, avil men should find profit
in their evil doings. In his own ease ho neted
on this principle. The Dutch administrators
of the civil law proved to be just men. and
Hpinoza's elalm to share with his sisters was
mada good. Having once establishad his
rights, however, ho did not chooas to take any
material advantage by tham. When the parti-
tion eame to be affected Lo gave up to his sis-
ters overything except one bed,

Splnoza was now dependent on his own work
for a livelthood. In compllance with the rab-
binical precapt which commuands every man to
learn some haodicraft, he had nequired the
art of making and polishing lenses for optical
Instruments, Perhaps n desire to imitate
Descartes, who, likewlse, had made himselt
a practical optician, may have ontered into
Hpinoza's motive, The art enabled him to
eurn nn income sufllelent for his imited swante,
and a regutation for skill and knowledge of
opties preceded his fama a= a philosopher.
The lenses made Ly him were sought after,
and thowe left undisposed of at his death
fetched a high price. It wan ostensibly,
Indead, as nu optician that he mnde the ne-
quaintance of Huygens and Leibnitz, It was
beliaved by his friends that, but for his early
denth, he would have made some considerable
contribntlon to aptical sclonce; ne It was, the
only work of the kind which he complated was
n small troatise on the ralnhow publinhed at
The Hague fn 1857, and reprinted In our own
timo, It soems that Spinoza stayed with his
friend, the Protestant dissenter who belonged
to the community of Remonstrants, until abont
the end of 1140, when the two removed to a
village noar Luyden, then the headquarters of
the sect, The Hemonstrants were by this tima
practically tolerated, but hud no regular olergy
ar public ministration, Thera could, there-
fore, s no outward evidence that a person
Ilving amony them was not one of thamselves,
Honoe the report that Splnoza had become a
Christinn naturally arose. In 1t4l4 he moved
to n suburb of The Hague, nnd six years Iater
to The Hague (tecll, where he spent the rest
of his life,

As ecarly as 1003 we flnd Bpinoza already
erketehing out the leading fdens of his meta-
physleal syatem, and Intrusting his papers toa
number of his younger friends at Amsterdam,
These had formed a sort of philosophical elub,
at whose meetings Spinoza's manuserinty wars
rend aloud and discussed, 1! any polnt ro-
mained obseure, s note would be made of the
difeulty, sud one of the company woull writa
for an explunation. Huch a letter s extant,
written by Simon de Vries, & medical student
of much promise, who conceived for Spinoza
an intellectual attachment which graw intoa
warm friendship.  Ha woull willlngly have
shown his gratitude to his moaster by sub-
stantial  benefactlons: we are told of a
gilt ot 2000 florine  offered Ly him
to Bpionza and deelined.  Tho diseciple dind
In his master's lletime, yot not 8o unexpect-
adly but that he had time to form the design
of making Spincoza his heir and to ba per-
sunded from It by his frlond's entroatles. Da
Vries had o brother living, and Seinozs pressed
upon him the duty of thinking first of his own
kindrod, Againsthisown interests, the master
prevalled with the disciple, snd the bulk of the
estute was leit by De Velea to his brother,
charged, howosver, with a sufficient annufty for
Spinoza's maintenanes, Even this wasaccapted
only in part. The heir offercd to Ax the amount
at HiHl florine & year, but Hpinoza malntained
that It wis too much and refused to take more
than 3040,

In 1083 Bpinoza published the only work to
which he ever set his nume. He had prepared,
It seems, o summary of the second part of
Descartes’'s Principlea of Philosophy for the
use of & pupil whom he did not choose to make
fully acquninted with his own opinlons. Cere
tain of Bpinoza's friends desired him to treat
tho first part of Descartes's work In the same
mauner, This was done within & fortnight,
and Bpinoza was then urged to publish the
book, which he agresd to do upon the condi-
tlon thot one of his friends would revise the
Inngunge and explain in o vrefocs that the
author did not agree with all the Cartesinn
docteines ket forth. The tnsk was undertakon
by De, Moyer, and the origing! Latin version
of the book npveared at Amsterdam in the
yeur just nomed; in the following year o
Duteh  translation  was  issucd by the
snma  publisher, 'The hook containaed an
exposition of two purts of Descartes’s Prinet-
ples, o fragment of & third part and an appen-
dix of Motaphysieal Hefleotlons, professedly
written from a Cartesian point of view, but
giving many slgnifleant hints of the author's
real divergence from Descartos, Bplnoza him-
sell attached no value to the publientlon, ex-
cept as o means of preparing the way (or mors
important things. " On this opportunity,” ha
writes ton Iriend, " we may ind some parsons
holding the lighest places in miy country,”
meaning tha Da Witts, who corininly twers
among his visitors when he was living nenr
Leyden and nfterward near The Ilngue, " who
will e anxious to see thoss other wriltings
whioh 1 acknowledge for my own, and will,
therefore, thke such order thut T can give them
to the world without danger of any Incon-
venjenes " Bplnoea’s hope wus but partly ful-
filesd. The book on Descartos exolted consld-
arnble attention, bhut the untoward course of
publio svents wis unfuvorable 1o & liberal pol-
iev. und deprived Spincza of the support far
which ho had looked. Bir Frodorick DPollock
hera notes in passing two fnets which aro ofton
overlooked, hut which aro established in this
exposition of Descurtes, One is that, | Spi-
noza iad ever beon a diseiple of Descartes, lis
had consed to be 50 nt the time when ho was
glving lessans in philosophy to tha pupll in
atestlon. The other is, he did not suppose the
geomatrical form ol statement and argumaont
tar be i infalible method of arriving at philo.
saphieal truth: for in this work he made usa
of it to set forth opinlons with which hio hini-
aelldid not agrea and proofs with which he
was not satistiml, The acenracy of Bpinozn's
manusl consldered as an exposition of Des.
cnrtes, i3 pronounced to be unquestionsd. One
of the eriticiams made on Spinozs by modern
writers i< that he did not understand 1his fun-
damental propositlon rogito ergo gion, As n
matter of fnet, in the book pablished in 1464
he gives pracisely the same axplanation of the
proposition ne 1+ glven v Desoartos himself in
the Meditntion

kit
The next notable ovent in Spinozn's life was
the publication, In 1070, of the Tvactatus
Theologieas Pulitious, the full title of whieh,
as Englished by a translator, ran as fol.

lowa: ' A treatlse partly theological and partly

blow, Splnoan, '

L] 4
+ political, containing soma few discourses prov-
ing that the liberty of philosophizing (that is,
making use of natural reason) may be allowsd
without any prejudice to plety or o the pence
of sny conumonwenlth, and that the loss of pub-
e penee and religion (self must necossarily
| tollow whers such n lberty of rensoning Is
| takon away." Even o the United Provincss (t
wis thooght needful to Issus the book with-
out the name of the awuthar, snd undare that of
afletitious printer at Hamburg, Even under
| the Protestant Government,which was reputed,
nnd which, In trath. wis the moat Hberal insuch
mntters, freedomn of conselencs wos confinml
within pretty nurrow Bounds. The tone and
form of thoe treatise arve conellintury, but the
Reape of the book is politieal and practical, The
final thesis to which all its apparatas of erili-
clem londs up Is that * in n free commonwaaith
It shoyld be lnwful for every man to think
what hie will and speak what he thinks,' a
proposition whioh, with dus resarvations in b
hnlt of decency und eivil order, ressryations
tot neglected by Bpinoka, s now commonly ue-
vapted In tha grenter purt of tha civilized
woril. To our modern eyes the convlusion (t.
sell looks far less bold than the argunients by
which Bpinoza uphald it. In orderto gnln his
desired foundation for the froedom of apeculn-
tive opinion he plungns into an {nvestigation
of the nature of philosophy, the principles of
Beriptural Interpretation, and the trus prov.
Ineos of theology and philesophy, untlel-
pating with wondasrful grasp ond  insight
nlmost  every orineciple, nnd not & few
of the results of the school of historioul
eriticlsm  which has arisen  within  the
Inat two or throo genorations, n sohool which,
thirough Lessing and his elrelo, I8 connootad by
direot d t with Rpi . The Tractatus
Theologica- Politieun also bonrs a testimony of
unsurpassed power to tha truth that eonduet
does not depond on speculation, s truth which,
though exemplifled abundantly by all gepora-
tions of men, (s still unfamillar and unwel-
come, Norwas this theonly provoeatian which
he gave to the storm of polemlos that burst
upon him, We have sald that, while advoout-
fog freedom of thought and specch, Bpinoza
does not omit the necessary ressrvations in
favor of the civil nower; not only does he make
them, but he makes them soample that he has
been eharged by some of his modern censors
with deifying brute forcé. Heappealsfrom the
churches to the Btate as representing tho
worldly common sense of tha lay mind. Helooks
to an onlightenesd clvil magistrate to deliver
men from the clamor of anathemas, almost as
& Hindu heretie, vexed by the Brahmana, may
Iook to the im partial secular arm of the British
Government. As Matthew Arnold has pointed
out in an essay on the subject, wnat Bpinoza
did was to issus “a fervent appeal to the Btate
to save us from the untoward genoration of
metnphysical Article-makers.' As It hap-
poned, the generation of Artlele-makers was,
In 16870, mighty In the Netherlands and still
pretty frosh from the exerclse of thelr func-
tlons at the Synod of Dort. If thure Is any-
thing that ecclesiastical dogmatists of all par-
tios are united in hating with a perfeoct
hatred. it {8 the Erastian view of the relatlon
of the State to religious differences. Acoord-
ingly, in 1871, the Duteh Bynods addressed
acomplaint to the States-General concerning
the printing and publishing of divers " Sooin-
fan and blasphemous books,” among which
the famous book of Hobhes, called *Lavi-
athan " and Spinoza’s ™ Tractatus Theologico-
Foliticus" were includad. Thres years later
effect was given to this complaiut by a formal
prohibition of the Intter work, which, either in
anticipation of such a measure, or in order to
obtain a sale in Catholle lands, had been al-
ready issued In a second edition with falss
title pages, as 1f it wers & work on medliolns or
history. Rome was not far behind the Re-
form churches in dillgence. I'he Theologico-
Politieal traotate was soon put on  the
Index. and still holds its place in the mixad
company of that catalogue. The ealebrity,
however, which cama to Spinoza by resson of
this publication was not altogether of u disa-
greeable kind. When his treatise had been
some throe years befors the world, ha was li-
vited by the Elector Palatine to occupy the
ohair of philosephy at Heldslberg, but, as ha
belfeved it would be diMoult to make known
his opinfons without disturbing the established
rellglon of the Palatinate, he declined the in-
vitatlon,

The call to Heldelberg waa (o 1673, Tha
regrotiable events which had taken placs in
the Netherlands during the previous yoar be-
long to general history. The war of [Tt
slon undertaken by Louis XIV, had cugon-
dered in the Dutch commonwealth a passionate
panle thot lut loose the worst exvesses of
domesatie faction, and the brothers De Witt,
after spending thelr livem In the mervice of
their country, were mussacrad by a frantie
moh at The Hague. Spinoza had been the
frlend of John De Witt. had acceptad a smal|
pension from him. and |8 said to hava besn
vonsulted by him in affales of Btate, By hia
friend's murier he was movad as by no other
avent in his life. So much was his wonted
self-control shaken that he was hardly re-
strained from expressing his indignation
In  publie, at the risk of his head,
Meanwhile Spinozn had been working ut
the FEthics. and, befors the ena of 1074,
manuserint coples of the Nnished work were
In the hands of some of his friends. About tho
end of July, 1075, he made an excursion to
Amstordam to arrange for the publication of
the book, ‘What befali him there |s recounted
in a letter to Oldenburg: “While I was busy
with this, the report was soread everywhere
that n certaln bock of mine was Iu the press
whereln I endeavored ta show that there was
no God.  Whereupon certaln theologlans,
themselves, perhaps, the authers of the ra-
port, took occaslon to complalno of ma to the
Prinea and the magistrutes; morsover, the
stupll Carteslans, belng aupposad to side with
mu anddesiring to free themsalves of that sus-
plelon, were diligent in the sxecration of myv
doctrines and writings. Having knowledge
of thewe mutters from trustworthy persons,
who, llkewlso, told me that ths theologinns
were |aying plote ngainst me on all sides, I
determined to put off the publication until I
could eee the issue of the affair,” The result

| was that nothing mors was dons nbout the
| publishing of the Ethics in 8pinoza’s Iifetime.

He did not c¢hoosa to be vexed with the patty
| warfare of clerical controversy, and he must
huve folt the assurnnce that his work would
live, though he could scarcely have foresson
the splendor with which it wonld shine forth
after & poriod of eclipss, giving up its hid-
den trensures of light and vital fire to Inform
the philosophy and poetry of & mighty nntion.

.

In the autumn of 1074 an incident occurrad
whioh was afterward o succasstolly minlmized
by the person ohlefly concernad thut & has
been restored to (ts due Impartance only by
tho work of a modern scholar, We rofer to the
fuot thot Leihnitz apent some time at Amster-
dam, and visited Spinoza.,  His own philosnpli-
lenl oplnlons wera then by no mennus dofinitely
sottled, nor were they until nearly ton yeinrs
later. Ho wos dissatislled with Cartesianism.
aud in senrch of new light, When he was

anti-Cartesian and anti-Spinosist, and almed
at the peconcilintion of religlon und selenee,
he spoke of Rpinoza In n tona of polemie
oppsition, though, to tha lust, he thought
highly encugh of that philosonher's pow-
era to eongider it not  the lvust of  hKis
own marlts 1o have diseavored the effectunl
notidote to Spinoztsm.  There Is now no donht
that fu 1659 he was powerfully attractid by
what ho knew of Spinozn.  Kubssguently Le
chnse to represent his conversatious with him
as hiving eonsistal of ordinary talk on publie
affairs. in the eourse of which he anid Bpin-igs
hid told him some pretty good stories, A« n
nmintter of faot, Letbnitz talked philcsaphy with
sSpinoza, disenssed the Cartesinn proof of the
existence of God and propounded an amendad
ate af lils own, which oful not, nt first, sul (ufy
Spluozn. Lalbuite then weote down the piroaf,
and showad |t In writing 1o Bpinozn, who, ans
vording 19 a note made by Telonitz himselr,
finally admitted its valldity. This shows much
more than curlosity on Lelbnitz's part. Thers
Is, indeed, reason to think that the real obiect
of Lelbuits's stay in liclland was pone other

rendy with his maturod wystem, which was |

| vhase, and

— .

than to make Hpinoza's acqualntancs. His

friendly attitude toward Hpin wWhA Un-
eshanged during the next few vears, though he
was naturally reservesl, both In pubilie utter.
ances and in writing to parsons (oo orthedox
o be trusted with much sympathy for nos
torfons horeties,  The submeguent  resetion
agalnst Spinozism, which started Trom dissal-
isfaction with Spliorn's  rejection  of  tnal
caunen, passnd through o marked Platon o
thun ook an Aristotolian turn,
before the docteine of Monnds wnes worked out,
about the end of 1845, belongs to the history of
Leibnitza’s phillosophy rather than Spinoza’s
Sploogn hnd now but Hetle more of it Lie-
fore b, For many voars he bl suffered
from consumuption, t which he biad inhorited
f tendency, and the disesse hnd mnde alarm-
Ing progress, agrravated, perhaps, by his work
of glups palishing. (' Bunday, Feb, 21, 104577,
wlien ho was not yot 45 years old, the end
camoe almost suddenly. Bpinoen had sent to
Anteterdam  for hin feiend aud  physlelin,
Lowls Meyer: but on the Saturday ho spent
the nfterncon In talk with his hosts ns usunl
wnd on the Bunduy he ehme down ngaln (n the
morning and spoke with them befors they
went to the Lutheran Chinreh at 'Thes Hague.
Thoy wera so fur from any immedinte appre
henslon that they went out agaln In the aftep.
noon, leaving him alone with Meyer. When
they cams home they found, to thele
surprise, that Spinoza was no longer nlive.
Dr. Mayer, the only person who wns with

him at the Jast, returned forthwith to Amster- |

dnm. He is charged by Colorus with neglect
ofduty and rapucity, or, In plain terms, with
making booty of n silver-handlad knife nnd
the loose money it the room. The author of
the ook beforn us deems this so grossly (m-
protable that he disrogards {t. Colerus, an
almost fanntical Lutheran, may oot have besn
morey to competisato himself for the admira-
tivn which his  native honesty eompalled
him to yleld to Bpinozn's chnrncter Ly giving
curroney to o ploes of mmalignant gossip
about u friend of Spinozn's, known o
suspeated to shars Spinoza's opinlons, and
who, us o person only coming - Ineldentully
into the etory, had no particular claim to by
trentod with justice. Credit must be given to
Colerus, on the other hand. for his down-
right econtradiction of the tales conesrning
Bpinoza’s deathbed, which wore elrcalated, it
seeme, by persons whio thought It would tend
to ediflention, to represent Spinoze na the bius.
taring Inflidel of popular orthodox polemics
who ia invariably nssallad by doubt and dis-
quictuds in his last moments, and as Invaria-
bly sirivas to disguise them with feella bra-
vado,

Bpinoza left behind him but a scunty estate,
some thirty or forty volumes, a few engraviogs,
the tools of his trade and a cartaln numbesr of
finished lonses, which last, ns wa have said,
fetehed a good price: besliles thess, n modest
Iiat of porsonal effects; in all, so little mors
than would cover debts and expenses that hix
surviving sister, who at first was disposed to
assort her rights, concluded that the Inher-
itance wis not worth having. Bpinoza, how-
gver. had one precious logacy to dlspose of, the
desk containing his letters and unpublished
works. Afriend of his had been charged to
convey this, after Spinoza's death, to o pub-
lisher at Amsterdam. Tho trust was faith-
fully executed, and the Opera Posthuma ape
ponred [n the courses of the sume twalvemonth,
but without the author's full name. In the
following year, the States of Holland and West
Friesland, being satisflod that the bopk en-
titled B. D. 8. Opera Posthuma **labefactated
various essontial articles of tha faith, and " vil-
lipended the authority of miracles,” sxprossad
“the highest indignation” at the disseminat=
ing thereof, declarad it profane, atheistic and
blasphemous, and forbade printing, selling and
dealing In it, on pain of thelr high disploss.
ure. The framers of this enosetment earnad o
permanent remambrance for thelr words,
though not quite as they desired. Instead of
their ordinance extinguishing Splnoza's ethios,
the book has preserved the memory of the or-
dinanee,

Bir Frederick TPolloek procecds to tell us
something of Bpinoza’s manner of dally life
and outward habits. The affect of the detalls
recounted by Colerus 18 to show us & man who
was lod toa retired life by choles and elream-
stance, not by ostentation; to an almost in-
credible frugality by rensons of health and
economy, not by ascetie pride: a man who
could be frec-spoken, and who was of good will
toward all sorts of men, but who would be de-
pendent on none. Iis living and diet wers of
the simplest, his expenscs amounting, some-
times, only to a few peuce for a whole day. e
kept dewn liis expenses In this manner chistly,
if not wholly, in order to keep them within his
means; just making both ands meet, as he
would say of himself, like & snnke with ita tall
In its mouth. His means remainad slonder to
the last, becauss ha did not choose to live
on patronage, and the studles to whioch he
devoted the best of his mind had even less
bread-winning power at that time than they
have now, Itis reported that Spinogn on henr-
ing that 8 man who owed him two hundred
florine had become bLankrupt, sald with
smlile, I must retrénch my allowance to mako
up far this little matter: at this price, ane buys
equanimity.” The truth is thut Splnoza lyed
in p retirement which st times might be ealled
solitude: when absorbed In work he would
hardly leave his chiamber for many days to-
gother; onea he aid not leave his houss for
three months. It on theso ocoaslons, how-
ever, he chose to he alone, it was not that hoe
loved solitude for its own snke. He had none
of the pride and arroganes which fancles thut
tho way to show superior kuowledge s to dis-
dnin the common Intercourse of mankind,
Thore was no touch of philanthropy in the
retirement from the world which he now and
then imposed upon himsell. Besides keeping
upanot inconsideralile correspondence, Spin-
oz visited and was visited by not o fow men of
Tetters and learning.  Thero wasa time, as may
be gatherad Ly his own stitemonts, when thoir
vivilities loft him few hours to eall his own.
Npinozn was not a man to limlt his converse to
seholara; he knew how to win the esteom and
affection of the simple folk of the house-

hold in which he dwelt. He talked fresly
and familinrly with his hosts, the Yan
der HBpijeks. and would counsel thelr

children to good behavior and obedlance.
Bold ns he was In apeculative thought
und detoehed in his own person from all seets
and dootrinos, Bpinoza was no furlous feono-
clast in private life. He did not seok to moke
nominnl proselytes, who would have been pal-
ther the wiser nor the happier for their con-
version, and, when tha good womnan of the
house attacked him with a point-blunk ques-
flon as to the sufficlency of her roligion for
salvation, he answered that her religion was
wnod i1t led ber to a good life, and she had no
need to seek further.
V.

What Is tha relation of Spinoza ta modern
thought? An answer to this question oeenupios
somo thirty pnges of the prosent blogranhy
In the oplnfon of Sir Froderick Pollock, we
should searcely go hoyond the trath in siying,
with Auerbach, one of (hose who 1 our own
time have done most o make thae philosopher's
work better known, that Spinoza’s mind hns
fod the thoughts of two eouturies. Tt is trae
that thers hng nevar heen o Bplnozist selyo
thiere hns been a Cartesian nipda Kantist selioan)
The strangth of Spinozism s not in the system
copsldersd ns sueh, bt in s method and babit
of Hin,  Haostile erities have attaeked the sys
Pegm ever sinee Iowis inade Knowa, bar, aven
whien they are suroesstnl, the splieit of the sy
tem (Humes thom. Not only will the spitlt of
Hplnozism not be dreiven from philosonhy, bat
It works Ity way inta reglons whers formul
plillosophy Is unweleame or unknowp, He-
liglon and post ey becoma 1s CATTitpL T anwnres,
wnidour authar deems It not *es Anciful 1o
triea Its presence even = the flue arts. In
truth, the history of fe-tran's phi'®onhy ta
linterwoven with the gepsval "atiry of sultare

Whint weae ™o Anozalp the wlogite -ouss % My
outeorss af o ohaypter devotod to the su'e 3
that wo are alite to 92y with rease, 5 4
tainty whit the God of Halsoza ls ne, e |«
frae, but not exorcising sholoe; for all his
works are neosscary., and the Iaw of thelr
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do not lﬁr!ll frém dealgn: whers thers (s no : Heine are mentioned as among the German

I baing.
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choles there ean ba no deliberation; and a
being which embraces the universe s suM-
oinnt to itasll, He is not & moral being in the
nensa of having preferences; for, with respect
to God, all things are perfoct in thele kind,
Fyen understanding and will eannot be snid to
holong to his nature. In short, the Gl of
Kpinors I= nok the personanl God often aaid to
by requirad by the inoate religlous seati-
mont of men. The speonlative polut of
his heterodoxy {8 that he will not eall
tind exclusively or eminently n thinkink
To roy that God Is n spirit is,
in Hpinoza's view, juat as  inndequnte and
imlsledding oa to any that man 1s nspirit. Man
Isathinkiog heing, bt he s also a corporeal or
extondod baing : and thought s only one of the
fneldent Attribates of God, Bir Froderiek Pol-
loek wonld lenve those tn whom nomes are [me
portant to settle as bost they can by what name
Bpinoza’s doctring shinll e enlled. Most paople
tull it panthelsm. ‘Thero is no objaection to
this appellation, except that pantheism is so
vague aterm asto be applizable to theorles
dismutrienlly opposite in their bearing on the
conduet of life, and very widely different in
tholr puraly phllosophical foundation.  For
eximple, the Hindoo philosophars of the ortho-
dox Brahmaudeal school, are. in a goneral
way, pauthoists, and ore commonly so namoed.
But they hold that all finite oxistence Is an
illunion, and Iife more vexation and miatake,
it blunder or sorry jeat of the Ahsolute, i view
which Christian sehools developlog Chrlsting
philosophy in & pantheistio direction have
onte wud again approachad, Bpinoza holds
nothing of the kind., Let us glnuee next ot
Hpinora's utterances touching the particulnr
rovelntions on which the ciaims of Judaism
and Christinnity are made to stand. He seoms
to huva regarded so-called revelations as the
manifestations of a partion'ar kind of human
genius, the disclosures of mornl truths by an
insight natural In its prosence aod operation,
but occurring only in a fow men, Appurantly,
hw looked on Jesus us a man of trauscendent
and uniqus moral genfus, standing out above
Moses and the prophsts In somo such way ns
Moses wan toncaived by this Jewish dootors to
stand above all other prophets, Spinoza did not
rogard Josus ns otherwige of a different mould
from mortal men. The mystarlos propounded
by Christian theologians appesred to him
seartely to deserve express contradiction,
They wero not o much untrue ms unintelligi-
ble. These oplnlons of Christ's oMee and ehiar-
fetor were, naturnily, unnceeptablo. even to

maoderately arthodox readars nt the time of
thelr utterance. It (& neodless, Indeod, to di-
late on the wonderfully wodern charnoter of
Sulnoza's oritiefsm : It speaks for {tanll.  As ro-
@nrds the practienl problem of religion eonaid-
ered ns o guide of e, tj‘rim-s-,n weems to make
n_distinetlon, us Plato 'did, betwoon philoso-
phera and the majority, For the phllosopher,
religion (s n

with the del

nirseenes In the order of nature,
ght In knowledge theroby en-
genderad, and In living s righteoun lifs at
the bidding of reason. Questions shout par-
tivulnr ravelationas and sapernaturns) nareatives
ars, far the ph Imnlphhr. nothing else than his-
tarieal and eritieal queations, of more or less
Interest [n themaslves, hut not affecting the
conduet of iffe. God and the wor [d stund sure
for him without miracles or prophesies. For
the majority, on the other hanid, religion is
abedienes to s revenled rule, & ruls whioh can
nni ought to bs rediead to the simpleat tarms,
nnid nlmost or eotirely fresd from require-
ments of hal i-r n fpecifle supornatural evonts,
It is pretty olear that Bpinoza was not onl
deseribing what ha desmed practicable for his
't'w“ ]ti1 ¢, but bellaved would be practicabls
or all time,

V1.

With regord to the reception of Splnoza's
work by the larger world of European thought,
the present biographer considera It quite pos-
glble to exaggoernte the neglect of It which pre-
valled for about m century after his death.
Bpinnza was retected, but never forgotten, and
rejected not 8o muoh becanse his (deas wors
wrongly apprehended as becauss fow of lils
remiers were adupated up to the polnt of toler-
ating them, The rejection. however, was com-
plete. Splndza was, for the time, thrown elenn
out of tha stream of Furopean speculaiion,
and philosophera in all countrles went their
wity without taking any serious aceount of
him. A varlety of cironmstances combined to
produce this result, First and most obvlous
was the enmity of orthodux theologians of all
denominations. In the second place, Spinoza
had also fneurred the hatred of the philosophi-
cal party, whioh, itael! recently under the ban
of the ehurches, had now won for iteslf a
respectable position, and in mony eents of
learning was supreme. The Carteslans could
never forglve Bpinora for his independence.
To have trmproved on Descartes and gone the
length of opanly eonteadicting Lim was. in
thelr eyes, the worst heresy of all. Lesibnitz
wis certainly capahbls of understanding &pi-
noza, and he had made, as we have seen, a
careful study of 8pinoza’s work  He gradunally
vassed, however, from rogarding Bninoza as a
posslbla master or ally to regarding him &8s n
dangerous enemy. The English phiiosophical
schnol grew up in perfect independence of
Spinoza'stesching. Locke, Berkeley and Hume
all make some little mention of Spinoza, but in
every case It Is mo sllght as to show that they
hava never thought of him as & writer to be
serlously consldered. Hayle, in his Dictionary.
gave to Bpinoza a long artiele which fs a puri-
ous mixture of aneedote, gossip and eriticlam.
The alleged afinities of Spinozism with
other ancient and modern systems, including
Suflsm and Chinese Buddhism, are traced with
an enormous dlsplay of learning. Bplooes (s
called an athelst all through, and the philoso-
phy of the Oprra Posthuma is deacribed as an
abeurd and monstrous theory, eontradieting
self-avident truths. Condillac In 1749 treated
Spinoza as & dogmatic trifler who deceived
himsnlt with an unintelligibie seholastic jar-
gon. Voltalre apoke of Spinoza’s person with
hilgh reapect, but, in the eriticism of his phil-
osophy, went, In the main, with Bayle. Thers
is protty strong evidence that Montesquien
hiad read the Opern P'osthunia, but he never
once mentions Spinoza by name, Whils Vol-
talre, howover, and the encyclopmdist wern
sHll at the hesd of FEuropean thought,
anid choss to  take for granted that
Spinora might bo left alone as an en-
thusinst who had the marit of belng «
virtuous heretio and odious to orthodnx
authorities, but philosophically wuas quite
hopeless, 8 movement had begun In Germany
which was to give him his true place. Sir
Froderiek Pollock thinks that, (f a date s te ba
fixed for the birth of modern Splnozism, It
st be Leasing’s eonversution with Jacohl in
1720, Many yeara before that time, however,
Lessing had been In ecorrospondonce with
Maoses Mondelssohn about Spluozs, and had
thoroughly assimllated the lntter's ldeas. Tt s
elenr, nevertheless, that, while Lossing had
carefully studied Bpluozn, and understood him
bottor than many luter philosophers and erit-
fos, he never fully aceeptoed Splnoza's thoory ns
applicabls to the theary of huwmwen nature
and  the conduct of life. This appears
from the Indieations, un<ystematic as they
ire, of Lessitig's philoscplical oplnions. On
the wther  hand, his  intellectusl  svme-
ruthies wero nll with Spinoza, both ns against
thy common orthodox dedunciation of that
philosorher nud us agalust the half-Intelligent
eritielsmy of the free-tuluking Vreoel sehool,
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| writers who, on divers oceasions, have cale-
| brated Bpinoza's memory. Helne, in partien-

lar, has mivon to him some of his most eharm-
Ing pnges.  Auerbach, thoe trunsintor of Hpis
noza's works, stands in the first rank of Ger-
man novellsts, At lenst one of his books enr-
ries on the fnco of it the purpose of showing the
value of Hpinoza's philosophy consldormd as u
work in viowof s, In philosophy, sithough
Kant remalined, ns wo hnve sald. n stranger to
him. Bpinreism wos lurgely taken up by the
latter's successors. It 1s evident that Fichta
studied Epinoza and felt his power.  Hewel
and Schelling both spoke of Kpinoxs with
hikh admirations To boa a philosonher, said
Hegel, you must Nrst be a Spinozist: IF yon
have not Kplnozism; you have no philosophy at
ull When Hehelling and Hegol, however, had
otension, in expounding their own systems, to
show how much they had improved on Bpi-
nozn, they not only beenmo eritical, but theie
oriticiem wis hardly respectiul, Novertheloss,
it was wimitted by them that Bpinoza was the
fonnder of modern philosophy, and this ac-
knowlrdgment has been ropoated by tho gen-
aral voiee of German oriticism over sines. One
school, it is true, regnrds Splnoza with eonstd-
erably leas favor, This {& the school of pea-
simiem founded by Behoponhaver, and con-
tinued by Hartmann, Scehopephausr eoulil pot
abide Hpinozn, flrst, t soams, for being o
Jow, and next, for boing an optimist; the
charge of optimism being established by
the simple sasertion that " panthelsm (s,
essentinlly and necessnrily, optimism. Tlo
muakes an end of the Duteh philosopher in thres
or four pages of dashing eritie/sm, calls him an
uneangclous matorialist, nmong other names,
nnd goes out of his way to cust an unquotabia

lurult on Kpinoza's race. Hartmann deals with
Bpinoza much more goberly, nelther vituparates
nor misrepresents him, and sometimes quotes
hiy with approval. It is not to he expected,
however, thut those who find philosonhieal sut-
Ifaction in pessimism s hould have much sym-
rathy-Tor him. Onthe part of German sclentiste
there is a tendency to lnereasod approciation of
Bpinaza. Thoe physiologist Johannes Miller
his testifted thut it fs fmpossiblo to give any bat-
tor necount of the passions and of their reln-
tions to nna another than that which Bpinoza
hiw get forth. Even mora gtriking Is the like-
ness bintween  Spincsa's  rerults and thoas
reached in our time by workera who, llke
Wundt and Hacckel in Germuny, and Talne {n
Franco, have come to peyehaloglenl queations
through ﬂl'lr‘ltﬂnﬂ .« of tiken the precaution of
Informing their p yslnlrpqh-nl Judgment with
competent_ nhvsinlogieal inatruetion. In Bir
Frederick Pollock's opinlon it may be safely
aflrmed that Hlllllnnnn tends more and more to
become the philosopher of men of scignce,
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The rehabllitation of Spinoza In Germany was
yet now when Coleridgs began to speak and
write of him in England. The present appre-
oiutlon of Bpinoza In tha lnst named country
munst be asoribed to Coleridge more than to
any other one man. What Colerldge thought
of Bpinoza's importance ns a philosopher
may ba gathered from a penciled note
mads by him In n copr of Bchelllng's philo-
sophical works: 1 believe, in the depthsof
my being, that the three great works aince
the introduction of Christianity are Bacon's
‘Novam Organum,' Spinoza's ‘Ethles' and
Ennt's *Critlque of the Pure Reason.'" Yet,
while Coleridge admired Bpinoza, both Intel-
lectually and morally, he could not fully neoapt
his way of thinking. Crabb Ioblnson tolls, In
his diary, of an intarview with Coleridge st
which the latter sapoke of the * Ethles' as a book
that wus n gospel to him, explaining, nt tha
same time, that he thought Spinoza’s philnso-
phy false. “For a very long time, Indeed,”
wrote Colerldge, "I eould not reconclle parson-
ality with Infinity; and my head was with
Npinozus, though my whole heart remalned with
Faul and John." At soother time, according
to Crabh Roblnson, hesald: “Spinoza's system
haa bean demonstrated to be false, but only by
that philosophy which has demonstrated the
fulsehood of all other phllosaphies. If his
rhilosophy had commenced with an it i In-
stead of un [ am, 8pinoza would Le altogethor
true.” Thare Is no doubt that Coleridge's feol-
Ing about 8pinoza was desp and constant, and
we may be sure that, when he spoke of him to
Wordsworth, It was with earnestness and elo-
quence, The authorof this biography considers
It not too fanciful te suppose that Coleridge's
expositions of Bpinoza may have counted for
something in the speculntive strialn that runs
through 8o much of Waordsworth's works, and
thence, at one mors ramove, through the study
and reverence of nuture which most cultivatad
persons now accept as 4 matter of course, but
which, In Wordsworth's time, was new, and,
to not o few of his eritios, appearsd ridiculous,
1t Is not here asserted that Wordsworth wis a
Bpinozist, but merely that he mny have derived
from him, at second hand, his wsthetio temper.
Whatever may have heon thought of the in-
fluence on Wordsworth of Colerldge's modifiad
Bpinozlsm, it seemas cortaln that Coleridge and
Wordsworth sa tranaformed the Intellectunl at-
mosphare of England ns to make It possible
that Spinoza should, In due time, be stud-
led with care and Intelligence even hy
those who did not go with him in his conelus-
fons, Nearly half n eentury, however, pasasd
from the time when Coleridga was overhea rl
tulking of tha mystarloua **Spy Nozy" befors
Bplnnzn was taken up In a serlous way by Eng-
lish philosaphleal eriticiam. Among the first
to draw attention to him were F. . Manrics
and G. H, Lewsas. They naturally criticised
Bpinoza's system on widely different grounda,
but ther vied with ench other in appreciating
his moral and intallectual grandeur, Twn
othor English writers, Matthew Arnold and
Froude, made brilliant contributions to thelr
counteymen’s knowledge of the Duteh philoso-
rher.

In Franea the study of Bpinoza was taken up
by the eoleetio wohoo! of philosophieal eritlofam
of which Vietor Cousin was thoehlef, ‘Theten-
deney of the school was hostile to Bpinozism,
as might have been axpected (rom a philosophy
which was, In effect, o revivil of French Car-
tesinnism, nnd was proud of its nneestor, But
even then, if Sploozn met with but Little sym-
pathy, he met with earsful discussion.
Frederick Pollock’ regards the Introduction to
Hafssot's translatlon of his works as the bast
ndversa oriticism of Bpinoza axtant. At a
Intar period  Spinoza was  handled by
Paul Jamet in a eandid and Impar-
tinl mpirit, and by Renan with delicats
fnnight and unrivallead eloquence. Taine, who
atood at the head of the French sclentifie
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&rhool, has given in his principal work, " Do |

I'Intelligencs,” n discussion of the relations of
mind and mattor whieh 1s thoroughly in ae-
vordance with the spirit of Bpinoza’s dootrines.
It 1s an intoresting fact that Flaulert, the
novelist, gave honor to Bplnoza beyond all
othar philosay hers. His lotters abound in ad-
imlention of the Ethies as the work of a real
man, s no mera sehoalinon.

The two hundredth suulversary of Bpinoza’s
denth, whifeh fol) i 1877, was Ity commen -
orited (o Holluvd, Renmwn contributed w dls-
coursey and Prol, Land of Leyden gave o

| =peeinl lecture on Bpinozn's philosaophy, Thres

1
Senreely hind some ton or twdlve years elupsed |

wfier Lessing's death when the tons of eduy-
viied Germon society with regard to Splnoza

Cunderwent a completa change. Kunt, Indead,
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wirs unufMected by the ehange, but for Gootlie,
ws Tor Lessing, Mpineen was o liviog and ole-
duent gubde, Goethe was ot altagether 1
speculariyve ngreerent with bibm, Lt Lo yssingi-
eeftsbioned  and propagitel Ws Ideas
The nllwenen of Spinoca on his mind (& 40
matter of ecomorture: it 15 avowsd by Goetls
Wi cell, 1 1 had o nwme  the booy,”
he  wrote, “that of all 1 know ngroes
bestwith whai I know of nsture, T ahoutd namo
I hold more and more Araly to
ping Giod with thils soscalled uthielst
Iy lrave te You and your allles eviry-

Wi
il
faallig
thon e of religion.” He retarned sgaln and
A % Bplooza for spieitunl  lignt apd
® R0 und the Ethies continued 1o ba
som Anlon of his ol pge. In moaniiold wavs
th Wlaea filled by Bpinorn in thought makes
itsn * known In Goethe's writings.

Td work of tracing Spinoea's infAuence
dov to the present time would need a vol-

2 which »ou wive, ns you neads mnst, |

yonrs Inter. n bronzge statue of Bpinozn wos
unyetled andd baoded over to the o leipad su-
thorities of The Hogue, The site of the hoygs
whore he lodesl has been tdentifted. and the
st is now goirked by ntablet Insoribed with
Hoshiort feenrd MW, H

Unpublished Letters of Dean Swift.

In the fatter part of 1807 Mr. Gieonoe Bing-
pEcK Hicn publishod in the Aflantie Monthly
oonnmber of lettars weitten by Jonathan Swift
to his Telend Kulghitley Chetwode duringthio
wovontesn years which followsd his appoint-
vt ta e dednery of S Patelek's
Lotters, witl soane nddithms, and with volut
VLS Bt s, nee now presontiod o volame by
the Froderieck A, Stokes Company.  The ox-
I=teps ol thila coprospandenee wis knows to
Jaohu Forster whon he platied 1o weite Bwift'-

life, but e diml  Lefopn rearhing  the
date  of  Tha firat of tho  lotters Hao
spodks of tham, however, ln his praface nes

“the richest addition ta the correspondenes
of this most mnsterly of Englich lotter wiltors
witien 0t wis first oollectsd™ By e Dean's
varllor Blograpliers nothing sppaccntly was
Rtown of Knughidey Chetwado's inthmney with
Bwiftl nofther is this Irish spuirs mentionsi in
the more recent lile by Treelk, Chetwode's
name i found bat anes in the twenty-four
volumes of Nichols's edition of Bwilt's works,
He sprung from s family which, for some cop-
turies, had [is ssat near Banbury, but he hin-
sclf sottled in Ireland, near Portarlington,

necessity is she law of his own belug, His sots | umf :’ {tealt. Novalls, Schleiermmcher and ] Yuewn's county, sbout DMty miles southwest of

Thenn !

|
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Dublin, ano bullt & houss eallea Woodbrouk,
the main fabrio of which still stands.

The earliost of the letters now Drst publishad
in book form was written less than two munthe
nfter Queen Anne's death had broken tha
whole scheme of Bwift's 1t and sent Wim by
to Trelnod & soured and quoralous vuy, il
who hid boen hand in glove with grast miyie.
tors of Ktute was now to be bulllad by Db, .
Archbishop and pelted by fts mob, | |y 4 il
wgront, Mr. Dean. Ldon't khow von,” spid ag
Irishmnn to him aftor his tall, with whom, 14
tha days of his prosperity, he had Lived {y tha
groatest intlmney. "1 Iny you a groae, e
lord, I don't know you," Swilt retorted to tha
EOMIE MR SOmo Youra Inter when the whyr) (.
@ig of time had brought him his vengen e, gy 1
Rwift, as the nuthor of the " Deapier Lettars,
had bocome the favorite, It not of the Crowg, At
nll events, of the Irish people. Lalors those
happier daya cime ho had longed to slinitop
himeell in obscurity, During the sovan FoAIA
which fullowed tho arossajon of GGeoren 1, ha
“eontinued,” to une his own words, "in the
greatest privaey, This mauner of lifts," he
added, * was not takon up out of any sore ol
nffection, but merely to avoid giving offen
nnd for fenr of provoking purty zenl His
correspondence with  Chetwode covars tha
period of his downfall and dejection, and
also thut of  his second elevatlon and
hnughty pride. It covers, too, the rapid
growth of the terrible malady whioh, more
thun disappointed  ambition, cloudsd  his
life. In the midst of his moody discontent and
sufferings he shows tha “Ndelity and friond.
ghip™ for which he was praisid by oue whe
kuow him woll. His advica aud ald wars, for
many years, at Chetwode's service. Thay
friendship was st last dissclved in anger, bus
Mr, Hill Is inclivad to think that the ehief
blame for the rupture did not lie at Swife's
door. It was an ugly suspiclon which parted
the two in the end,  Thesquire of Woodbrook
was n suspleious man, aud Swift, on his alde,
was not an casy man to deal with,

In ulettar datod October, 1724, thers (s a rof«
sronve to the state of thiugs at the Univarsity
of Oxford whileh has led the editor to complia
soma interesting notes upon the subeaet Swifs
had pointed out that ** the diseipline In Oxford
I8 more remiss than here,” meaning tn 1 rinity
College, Dublin, and he sstimates that at the
latter institutfon, "Nty pounds a year wiil
entertaln your son & commonar, on which von-
ditlons you will place him if you Intend he eha'l
be good for romething.” In a subsequent |ege
ter he snys, ' [ am utterly against his helng n
gentleman eommoner on other regards tesides
the expense: and I helieve Nty pounds a yoar
will maintaiu  very well a eroditabla Pan-
sloner” Mr. Hill rominds us that at (ye
ford, from the Restoratlon onward, discipline
kept sinking and sinkiog til it reached
Ita lowest depth of degradation toward tha
close of the eighteonth contury, Hwift, It Is ra-
ported, ouce asked a young clergyman if ha
smoked. Being answered that he did not. " Ie
Is n algn," sald Swilt, " you were not brad in
the University of Oxford. For drinking and
smoking are the first rudiments of learning
taught here, And in thess artsno uuiversity
in Europe can outdo them." Nevarthaless, ju
his ** Esxsay on Modern Edueation.' hosays that,
though he “ecould add some hundred axamples
from his own ohservation of men who learnt
nothing more at Oxford than to drink ale and
smoke tobaceo,” there wers othars who mnda
good use of their time thers, “and were rendy
to celebrate nnd defend that course of edups-

tion"" In his essay on the * Fates of Clargye
moen."” he thus described the eourse of ap Ox-

ford student  who was destined to  rlss
high In _the Church: “He was pever
absent  from prayers  or  lecturs, nor

ones out of his collogn nfter Tom (the great
Christ's Church bell) tolled, He spent evary
doy ten hours in his eloset In reading his
enursns, dozing. elinping rnpersardnrming lis
stockings, which lust he performed tondiira-
tion. Ho coull be sobwerly dronk at the ex-
peuse of others with collegs ale, and at thosa
Reasons was always most devout, He wors the
same gown five yoars without draggling or
tearing, He never onre lonked Into a play-
hoaok or a peem. He never understond a jost
or haud the least ennception of wit.” Jhow -
khip at Dublin differad, as Swift pofnted out,
“in some very important clreumstances from
npmr of thosa in either of the univarsities in
England. It is obrained with great difeulty
w reason of the number of candidates, the
strlet examination {n many branches of learn-
in% ani the rogularity in life and manners,"
hera ware, howevoer, two sides to the ple-
ture. Henrne, writing at Oxford ninetesn yanrs
bafors tho dnte of Swift's letter, spaska 11l of
the Irish university:  “The libeary of Trinfte
College in Dublly, whera the noble studr of
Bishop Usher was p'aced, s quite negleetod
nud o no order, 80 that ‘tia perfectly useless :
the provost and fellows of that collega have po
regarad tor booka and learning.” Townrd the
end of last eontury the library of 'lo‘rinnr,
Dubdin, was only cpenad *from & ta 10 (p ths
moriiog and from 11 to 1 at noon," while “no
person was sufforidd, under any pretence, to
take books away ' O holidavs it was clnsed,
In Chrlat's  Chureh,  Oxford, the ulseis
pline does _not  seeén to have besn ros
miss under Dunn Aldreioh, whe died (o 1710,
Henrno tells us that he' (Aldrich) ross te
Ho'elock prayers in the morning, summer and
winter, and viaited the ehambors of voung
gentlemen, on purposs to soe that they eup-
ployed theirtime in useful and commenduable
studies. Ho wns o severe student himself. yat
niwaya free, apen and fucetious.” On the other
hiendd, Lord Chestarleld writing to Dr. Madien
in_ 1540 about the | nwornnraf Dublin, sald:
Our two universitios will Jdo you no hurt, un-
leaw hy thair exnmple ; for [ ennnot beljeve thas
thelr present reputntlons wiil invite people in
Irelarid to send thelr sons there.  Tha ona
(Cambridee) I8 sunk (nto the lowaest abseurity ;
find the existence of Oxford would not he known
ir werd not for tha treasonahble spirls
E_\lhlll‘lv avowad nnd often exerted there, The
niversity of Dublin hus this great n-lvnn!nfn
averoirs: it {8 one eompact u:-d{ unider tha
ove and nullmrlllr of onn heud, who, if he be
oree order and diselpline, and
eatablish the public exercises as he thinks4
proper.”  About a dozen years Iater thers
Boems to have been achange, W1 Edgewarth,
who In 1701 entered Trinity College, Dublin,
ns oo fellow commoner, says Lthat " |t was not
the fashion in thoan days % plagua (ullow
commonera with leetures" Ha montlons his
" total neglect of study.' and adds, m* fathar
"rlnli-nll!' ramoved ma from Dublin to Oxford,
fuving entered Corpus Chnstl College, Tap-
plled nssidunusly not anly to my studies under
niy exeallent tutor, Mr. Russeli, but niso to the
perasal of the best Faglish writers, both in
Hrom- and verse."  Rueaall was father of tha
Master of 1he Charterhouse, whom Thaskerusy
has evlobrated in Pondennis.

When Hwift writea about a " gentlaman
eommaonor,’ he s n{mlvilm tn l]llb“l} ths tarm
with which he had become tamillar during his
ahort restdonen in Oxford. The fallow com-
moner and pensinner of Dublin sorresponided
to the gentleman commonar and commnonar of
the English university, though in Worveater
College, Oxford, the torm ™ fellow enmmonsr’
was used. The gentlemen enmmonars whoss
showy gowns were ofton sean in Oxford during
the fifties are now n= oxtinot s the dodo (i
Intelw aa 183 they stillnim bored one hundred
and fifty  Tr appenrs that, even now, *In Dub-
linnoy one who chonses to speud his mones
foallshly can be a fellow comin tier., He slta
at the fellowa’ fable, and is distingulshed
hy soma poants ol collage eostume,  Above
him in rank 8 the aon of o paer’* It
Wir ns A wentleman commoner that Gibboo,
vt thirty years after thy date of Bwift's
Iviter, ontered Magdalen Colleges, Oxford. Hae
il with the fellows and was vrivileged 1o
share in their “dall and . deen potations,' and
foJuin i their conversation, as it stagnsted (0
woronid of enllego business, Tory polltics, par
sonhl aneedates, and  privata  soandal, AT
Christ's Chuareh, Oxford, in 1790, " the cxpensa
of w eommoner kaoping the best combany was
) T TG UL I T that of n geptleman com-

toner Nt lenat i At other eolleges a poll-
rulumu eonlld have livesl in decent comfort on
Lhiny ™

T omo ot the Intest of these [atrors Bwifl to'ls
Lis friend, Chetwode: “T o not understand
vour son's faney of leaving the university to
study law vnder n teacher. Tdoubt not he 1
wonry of his stodios ind wants to boe in g pew
sttt o 1 heard of 1w s vanr= ngo who
followod that pr i oof roadine Inw, but !
Bsliowe (L was 16 Il who lindd neser bsm
vndversitv,  Tam ignorant of theds se :
i yon muest mdvige with some whe ars Ao
muainred with thom. T only know the old roan
of getting some good lenrning in o unlsversit:
and, when young men nre woll e fed, the
godng tothie Inns of Conrt ™ The
ey remnrk on the
STer too s Young
b violont yan there beam LA B
WK poopde against niversits ooaentlon ! 1
flrmiv assurmd that the whi!
By thiso whos wors efther b
iee. or, theomgly their  frreg
rtupidity, nevor made the least ling
while they wore there ' The students of Thit
lin University e thus mentiops in s letter o
Paope' “You dre aw miuch known here s i
Fngland, und the apiversity inds will epoawd!
tes kins the hem of Your garmonts,™ W hageyor
voung Chotwaodo studled Evilish faw in 1707,
e woulil hinve hil te learn taw Latin
four years longer Latin was o remuin the
Innguage of the records in the lnw rourts
Hlgekstone it his Compisnling s sighsover tha
chatige that was made when, by act of Voarliae
et Engllshadomne sens to b tlysnealort )y usi)
U The common people,”™ he sald, ™ wiero ne ig-
norant in _mattars of law as Lisfors, whi's
elerks and attorneys were now found who
rolld ant understand the old records, Owing,
moraover, to the verboslty of Engliah, mora
words wors used in logal documents, to the
&reat luerense of the oost,”




